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Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)*

• Program run by Farm Services Agency (FSA), producer signs up at FSA office.

• Purpose of program is to remove highly erodible and environmentally sensitive land

from production.

• Federal lands ineligible, land must have been cropped 4 of 6 years between 1996 – 

2001 (soon to be 2002-2007).

• Limited to announced signup periods except for Continuous CRP.

• Application evaluated on environmental benefits, regionally based competition with bonus points for landowners living in same or contiguous county as offered property.

• Counties capped when they reach 25% of total county cropland acres enrolled in the program but cap can be waived for CCRP, CREP or WRP if landowners have 

difficulty implementing conservation plans and if county government concurs that

exceeding the cap will not adversely affect the local economy.

• 50% cost share for establishing cover, plus annual maintenance and rental payments

(limited to $50,000/year).

• National acreage cap reduced from 39.2 to 32 million acres starting Oct 1, 2009.

• Midterm management required to maintain land productivity for wildlife, can

receive 50% cost share up to $50/acres/yr with a cap of $100/acre on a 10 yr and

$125/acre on 15 yr contract.

• Provides for managed haying including biomass, routine gazing, prescribed grazing

for the control of invasive species, emergency haying & grazing & placement of

wind turbines with reduction in rental rates.

• CRP transition incentive program allows sale/lease of expiring CRP by

retired/retiring producers to new, socially or economically disadvantaged producers

wishing to put land back into production. Requires comprehensive conservation plan

meeting sustainability requirement. Provides former landowners with up to 2 years

of payments if new landowner isn’t family member. New landowners can to sign up

for appropriate EQIP or CSP practices or reenroll a CCRP practice before CRP

contract expiration.

• Includes the Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CCRP) directed at

environmentally sensitive land – riparian buffers, field borders, filter & wind strips.

o Continuous enrollment - 50% Cost Share on required practices

o Owners receive incentive payments for establishing certain practices, annual

rental rate for 10-15 year contract.

o Signup Incentive Payments (SIP) - $10/acre/yr of contract up to $100/acre,

former CRP/some practices ineligible

o Practice Incentive Payment (PIP) - 40% of eligible practices (on top of 50%

cost share)

o Provides 50% cost share for replanting or thinning trees on CRP to

accomplish original practice purpose, provide multi-resources benefits and

improve condition of the resources on the land.

o Farmable wetlands program now includes wetlands constructed for nitrogen

removal, aquaculture ponds and intermittently flooded farmland cropped at

least 3 out of 10 years from 1990 to 2002. Enrollment limited to 40 acres for

wetlands/constructed wetlands, 20 acres for intermittently flooded tract.

Buffer size to be determined by USDA in consultation with State Tech

Committee.

Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)*

• Program run by NRCS, applications taken year round at NRCS offices, competition

for contracts is statewide.

• Purpose of program is to restore, enhance and protect wetlands on private or tribal

property.

• Eligible land limited to private or tribal land, outside CRP capped counties (unless

CRP cap is waived locally).

• Eligible land includes wetlands farmed under natural conditions, croplands and

adjacent land functionally dependent on wetland converted prior to Dec 23, 1985,

cropland/grassland used for agricultural production prior to flooding from the natural

overflow of a closed basin lake or pothole & adjacent land functionally dependent on

the cropland or grassland.

• Prohibits agreements and easements on land where ownership has changed during

previous 7 years unless waived by State Conservationist.

• Applications accepted year round, ranked once per year, ranking based on

maximizing environmental benefits,

• Caps national acreage enrollment at 3,041,200 acres.

• Options for permanent or 30-year easements (30 year contract option for tribes), or

restoration cost share agreements.

• USDA pays 100% of the lowest of one of these 3 amounts: 1) fair market value 2)

geographic cap or 3) landowner offer plus restoration costs on permanent easements

and 75% of the lowest amount and costs on 30-year easements. Easement recording

costs are also paid.

• Restoration cost share agreements receive up to 75% of restoration costs, no

easement placed on property but payments limited to $50,000 annually for any

person or legal entity.

• Provides cost assistance for maintenance activities.

• Landowner controls access, non-developed recreational activities (hunting, fishing)

and right to lease recreational uses for financial gain. Other uses must be approved.

• Wetland Reserve Enhancement Program (WREP) established and available to States,

Tribes and NGO’s for special wetland programs. WREP contracts can allow

retention of grazing rights.

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)*

• Program run by NRCS, applications taken year round at NRCS offices.

• Purpose is to install & maintain conservation practices that sustain food & fiber

production while enhancing soil, water & related natural resources & energy

conservation.

• Eligible land includes confined livestock feeding operations, crop, range, grass and

pastureland and nonindustrial forestland. States and local governments are not

eligible. Private individuals operating on government lands maybe eligible under

certain circumstances.

• EQIP applications ranked at least once per year, competition is statewide.

• 60% of annual program funding targeted at livestock related activities.

• Includes planning for organic production, forest, wildlife, wetland, grazing, nutrient,

air quality, invasive species, residue, animal carcass, pest, pollinator and fuels

management and energy conservation.

• Provides an overall payment limitation of $300,000 per individual, regardless of the

number of farms or contracts, over 6 years starting with contracts signed after

October 1, 2008. Possible waiver to $450,000 for projects having special

environmental significance. Contracts over $150,000 require regional NRCS

Assistant Chief approval.

• Can provide up to 75% cost-share on most contracts. Can provide up to 90% costshare

for beginning or limited resource or socially disadvantaged farmers and

ranchers who can also receive up to 30% advance payments to install practices.

• Payments include planning and income recovery costs. Incentive payments have

been eliminated.

• Organic production transition payments limited to $20,000/yr or $80,000 over 6

years.

• Contract length: Minimum 1 yr after implementation of last scheduled practice,

Max-10 yrs

• Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG) are used to stimulate innovative approaches

in environmental enhancement and protection. Awarded on a competitive basis.

Special program for air quality.

• Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWEP) promotes water quality,

conservation planning, restoration or enhancement projects on ag lands. Includes

irrigation efficiency, conversion to dryland farming and drought mitigation. Funding

through NRCS or partner.

Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP)*

• Program run by NRCS, applications taken year round at NRCS offices

• Purpose of WHIP is to help landowners or lessees develop and improve wildlife

habitat.

• Eligible land: tribal lands, private agricultural land and non-industrial private forest

land on which livestock, agriculture or forest products are produced. State & federal

land ineligible.

• Applications ranked once per year, competition is statewide.

• Prioritizes projects that further state, regional or national habitat goals and priority

habitats.

• Up to 75% cost-share for people who own/control land & want to develop/improve

habitat. Up to 90% cost share for historically underserved producers and for

contracts 15 or more years in length.

• Normally contracts run 5-10 years with a goal of 25% long term (15+ yr) contracts.

• National limit $50,000/person or legal entity/year.

Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP)*

• Program run by NRCS through participating entities, generally local land trusts.

Continuous signup.

• Purpose is to protect agricultural use and conservation values by limiting

nonagricultural uses of land.

• Eligible land: privately owned and contains at least 50% prime, unique or state or

locally important farmland, contains historical or archeological resources or will

further a State or local policy consistent with the purposes of the program and is

subject to a pending offer from an eligible entity.

• Includes incidental range, grassland, pasture or forestland that contributes to an

agricultural operation or buffers development. Offered property must be not more

than two-thirds forestland.

• Provides 50% appraised market value to state, tribal or local government or

nonprofit entities to purchase conservation easements.

• Minimum entity contribution is 25% of easement acquisition purchase price.

• Entity determines terms & condition of deed, chooses approved appraisal method.

• Secretary certifies approved entities. USDA holds no interest in easements except

the right of enforcement.

• Can use charitable donation from the landowner as part of non-Federal cost share.

• Highly erodible land requires conservation plan, may require conversion to less

intensive use.

Grasslands Reserve Program (GRP)*

• NRCS administers permanent easements, FSA handles rental contracts. Continuous

signup at USDA Service Centers.

• Purpose is to maintain healthy grazing lands and protect them from development.

No minimum acreage requirement.

• Eligible land privately or tribally owned and can be restored or restorable, improved,

or natural grass, range, pastureland or prairie for which grazing is the predominant

use, or which contains historic or archeological resources or addresses State,

regional or national conservation priorities.

• Authorizes enrollment of up to an additional 1.22 million acres. Prioritizes

enrollment of CRP land whose contract is within 1 yr of expiring, but limits CRP

enrollment to 10% of yearly acreage allotment.

• 10, 15 or 20 year rental contracts, permanent or max easement length allowed by

state law.

• Not more than 40 percent of the funds are available for 10, 15 or 20 year rental

contracts.

• Rental contracts annual rental rate equals 75% of grazing value. Rental payments are

limited to $50,000/person or legal entity/year and can be received in addition to

other farm bill payments.

• Renters must suspend cropland base and allotment history of land.

• Permanent easements purchased at fair market value, minus grazing value, cropland

base permanently eliminated.

• Easements may be transferred to entities, generally trusts. Entity pays at least as

much of the purchase price as USDA.

• Restoration agreements provide up to 50% of cost not to exceed $50,000/person or

entity/year.

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)* (formerly Conservation Security Program)

• NRCS administers the program, runs from 2009-2012.

• Purpose is to reward good stewardship & provide incentives to address additional

resource concerns on working lands.

• Eligible land: tribal agricultural lands, private agricultural lands, incidental nonindustrial

private forest lands not currently enrolled in CRP, WRP, and GRP.

• Eligible land must have a cropping history 4 of the 6 years before 2008, meet

stewardship threshold for 1 USDA identified resource concern, and achieve

threshold for State identified priority resource concern by the end of contract.

• Contracts are for 5 years with the option to renew for another 5 years.

• May enroll up to 12,769,000 acres/yr with amount based on eligible acres in state.

• Continuous signup with at least one ranking period in the first quarter of each fiscal

year (Oct-Jan)

• 3-5 priority resource concerns are to be designated in each state or watershed

• Applications ranked on present and proposed conservation activities, number and

extent of resource concerns addressed and cost effectiveness of expected

environmental benefits.

• Applicants must account for stewardship operations covering their entire agricultural

operation.

• Program payment cap of $200,000/five years/person or legal entity.

• Animal waste storage or treatment facilities are not eligible.

• Payments cover planning, installing, improving and maintaining conservation

activities, foregone income and expected environmental benefits.

Healthy Forestry Reserve Program (HFRP)

• Administered by NRCS in coordination with FWS and NMFS, limited signup period

advertised on NRCS website.

• Purpose is to assist landowners in restoring and enhancing forest ecosystems, promote

recovery of federal, state and NRCS listed species, improve biodiversity and enhance

carbon sequestration.

• Eligible land: private land capable of supporting federal candidate, threatened or

endangered species, state or NRCS listed species, enhancing biodiversity or storing

carbon in a functioning forest ecosystem.

• This includes land owned by Indian Tribes and private industrial forest owners.

• Land enrollment through 10 year restoration cost-share agreements, 30 year contract

(only available to Tribes or tribal individuals), or permanent easement.

Community Forest and Open Space Conservation Program provides grants up to

50% to local entities to acquire private forest land that is in danger of conversion to

nonforest uses and provides public benefits to communities.

Cooperative Forest Innovation Partnership Project provides grants up to 50% to state

or local governments, tribes, land grant universities and private individuals who develop

innovative education, outreach or technology transfer projects designed to increase

USDA’s ability to address private working forest landscape management for multiple

values and uses, protect or restore forests impacted by natural threats and development or

enhance public benefits such as air and water quality, soil conservation, biological

diversity, carbon storage, forest products and jobs, production of renewable energy,

wildlife, wildlife corridors and habitat and recreation.

Conservation Technical Assistance Program – Conservation technical assistance is the

help NRCS and its partners provide to land users to address opportunities, concerns, and

problems related to the use of natural resources and to help land users make sound natural

resource management decisions on private, tribal, and other non-federal lands.

This assistance can help land users:

• Maintain and improve private lands and their management

• Implement better land management technologies

• Protect and improve water quality and quantity

• Maintain and improve wildlife and fish habitat

• Enhance recreational opportunities on their land

• Maintain and improve the aesthetic character of private land

• Explore opportunities to diversify agricultural operations and

• Develop and apply sustainable agricultural systems

This assistance may be in the form of resource assessment, practice design, resource

monitoring, or follow-up of installed practices.

Although the CTA program does not include financial or cost-share assistance, clients

may develop conservation plans, which may serve as a springboard for those interested in

participating in USDA financial assistance programs. CTA planning can also serve as a

door to financial assistance and easement conservation programs provided by other

Federal, State, and local programs.

Conservation of Private Grazinglands Program - The NRCS Conservation of Private

Grazing Land (CPGL) initiative will ensure that technical, educational, and related

assistance is provided to those who own private grazing lands. It is not a cost share

program. This technical assistance will offer opportunities for: better grazing land

management; protecting soil from erosive wind and water; using more energy-efficient

ways to produce food and fiber; conserving water; providing habitat for wildlife;

sustaining forage and grazing plants; using plants to sequester greenhouse gases and

increase soil organic matter; and using grazing lands as a source of biomass energy and

raw materials for industrial products.

*Conservation programs eligibility limited to individuals or entities making less than

$1 million/yr average adjusted gross nonfarm income (AGI) for the preceding 3 years

unless 66% or more of the income comes from farming, ranching or forestry. Secretary

of Agriculture can waive AGI limit for projects on environmentally sensitive land of

special significance. These payment limitations do not extend to federally recognized

Indian tribes.

