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WATERSHED 
WEEK IN 
REVIEW

The Big Slurp Grubh’s Bugs
Title

Dr. Archis Grubh and Alana Hoffman with Texas 
Parks and Wildlife routinely sample the Llano 

and other Texas rivers and streams for 
macroinvertebrates.   These creatures are the 

river’s Canary in a Coal Mine as they are a good 
indicator of river system health and help 

document recovery from droughts and floods.

This video documents the Blanco sampling  
efforts following the 2015 flood. Similar efforts 
have been occurring on the Llano since 2018.

Play Video.

VERY Welcome Rains 
fell across the 

watershed this week. 
About 5 inches of rain 
fell in Llano and areas 
along the North Llano 
nearly received 5 inches 

as well.
Conditions have been so 

dry that very little 
runoff occurred from 
these storms. In fact, 
the North Llano only 

rose 2 cfs despite all the 
rain. The Llano at Llano 
did rise from 100 cfs to 
400 cfs but has dropped 
back to 158 cfs as of this 

Friday afternoon.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wni6NrwHYUk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wni6NrwHYUk
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Recovery of a Texas Icon : Texas Horned Lizard 
By David Hillis
Reprinted with permission of Mason County News - “Mason County Science Corner”

Most Mason County residents 
born in the 1960s or earlier have 
fond memories of playing with 
abundant Texas Horned Lizards 
in their yards or in open areas 
around town. These lizards were 
usually called “Horny Toads” or 
“Horned Frogs,” although they 
are lizards rather than 
amphibians. Their slow gait, easy-
going personalities, and delightful 
appearance (to many, they look 
like miniature dinosaurs) 
delighted children of all ages. 
Many Texas children would take them to school, where (if they had tolerant 
teachers) they would carry the lizards around on their clothing or in their pockets.

A lucky few would get to see the surprising defensive display of a Horned Lizard. If 
startled by a potential predator, a Horned Lizard can eject a stream of blood from 

its eye.  They do this primarily in 
response to canids (dog, foxes, and 
coyotes, for example). The canids find 
the blood highly irritating and 
distasteful, and will quickly drop and 
abandon an attacked Horned Lizard if 
they use this defense. But sometimes, 
even a human will illicit this response 
from a threatened Horned Lizard… 

Read article from Mason News

Raccoons eat Horned Lizard eggs, 
hatchlings, and adults. Raccoons have 

experienced a population explosion since 
the 1970s, partly because of 

supplemental feeding by humans (food 
intended for deer), and partly because of 
a crash in the market for Raccoon pelts.

https://www.hillcountrypassport.com/mason/article/30041/mason-county-science-corner?fbclid=IwAR0WOqQcSbY0Pg_wB8zutOhC-BbNywPKz8IocBKDKgArvefPuZvVRcb_vkY
https://www.hillcountrypassport.com/mason/article/30041/mason-county-science-corner?fbclid=IwAR0WOqQcSbY0Pg_wB8zutOhC-BbNywPKz8IocBKDKgArvefPuZvVRcb_vkY
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Hill Country Alliance Virtual Summit 
Sept 23-25, 2020 

The Hill Country Leadership Summit is the Hill Country Alliance’s premiere 
annual gathering, and provides an opportunity for learning, networking, and 

being inspired among our region’s top community leaders, conservation 
practitioners, and natural resource managers.

While historically a one-day event, this year’s online format allows the 
Summit to spread out over the course of three days – Wednesday, Sep. 
23 from 2-4 PM, Thursday, Sep. 24 from 10-12 PM, and Friday, Sep. 25 

from 10-12 PM. This new format will allow an expanded opportunity to 
tune-in to inspiring and informative talks from local and national 

environmental resource experts without having to sit on your computer all 
day!

Our Annual Leadership Summit is a perfect example of HCA’s commitment 
to unite and educate a community that is “for the Hill Country.” We hope you 
can join us virtually, for our first ever online Summit. Stay tuned for a full 

agenda announcement – coming soon!

DETAILS

https://www.hillcountryalliance.org/leadershipsummit
https://www.hillcountryalliance.org/leadershipsummit
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Sustainable Home Honored with Rain 
Catcher Award 

The Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) recently 
recognized the Llano River Field Station at Texas Tech Junction 

with their annual Texas Rain Catcher Award, a rainwater harvesting 
competition and recognition program. The Field Station was 
recognized in the educational/governmental category for the 

HUMS (Home Utility Management System) facility on the campus.

The HUMS facility is a multi-disciplinary project designed to 
increase sustainability and affordability for the middle-class 

housing market. In addition to harvesting rainwater, wind and 
solar, real-time monitoring compares current use and existing 

storage capacity of the renewable systems with weather forecasts 
to make suggestions to the home-owners routine to improve 

resource sustainability.

https://texaswaternewsroom.org/pressreleases/2020-09-03_texastech.html
https://findmymobilehome.com/texas-tech-hums/
https://texaswaternewsroom.org/pressreleases/2020-09-03_texastech.html
https://findmymobilehome.com/texas-tech-hums/
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October 15-16, 2020 

9:30 am -3:30 pm 

Please bring your lunch and 
snacks, plenty of water, a 
hat, sunscreen, kneeling pad 
(if desired), and work gloves.    

Meet at HQ.   

pecan 
bottomlands  

 
at South Llano River 

State Park! 

1927 Park Road 73, Junction, TX 76849  

* 

We are launching the pilot of a long -term 
restoration of the native pecan bottomland.  
This fall, we will be planting over 200 pecan 
saplings which were germinated from local 
trees.  We ’re excited to get these trees in 
the ground, but we need your help!  We ’ll  

train participants on the morning of 
October 15.  October 16 schedule will  be 

dependent on how much was accomplished 
on the 15th.   

Remember the Date - Come Volunteer! 
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