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WATERSHED 
WEEKS IN 

REVIEW

Still 
Opportunity to 

Comment The Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality (TCEQ) has once again fined the City 
for not meeting requirements for their 
wastewater treatment plant.

According to the Junction Eagle (May 26, 2021), 
TCEQ assessed a fine of $30,000 (adjusted 
downward to $24,000) for permit violations 
involving trees growing nearby or in discharge 
ponds and the expiration of the license for the 
plant operator. The Eagle goes on to note the 
City will apply for TCEQ’s Supplemental 
Environmental Projects Program and agree to 
undertake a TCEQ-approved project in 
settlement of an enforcement action. In other 
words, funds spent to remedy the violations 
may be used to reduce or eliminate penalties.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Additional information 
regarding this violation will made available once 
TCEQ updates their Commissioner’s 
Integrated Database. 

Junction Wastewater 
Treatment Fined Again

The public still has time 
to make public 
comments to TCEQ 
regarding the City of 
Junction’s application to 
renew the wastewater 
treatment facility permit.

The original comment 
period was scheduled to 
end in April, but at the 
request of the Alliance, 
Representative Andy 
Murr asked TCEQ to 
hold a Public Meeting to 
discuss the permit 
renewal. The comment 
period will close at the 
end of the meeting. 

No date has yet been set 
for the meeting.

https://www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eCID/index.cfm?fuseaction=main.reportResults&requesttimeout=9000
https://www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eCID/index.cfm?fuseaction=main.reportResults&requesttimeout=9000
https://75026e89-0e01-4222-a326-5a09962e5b19.filesusr.com/ugd/f8330c_54199c55932f40e49b195df6c2610b84.pdf
https://75026e89-0e01-4222-a326-5a09962e5b19.filesusr.com/ugd/f8330c_54199c55932f40e49b195df6c2610b84.pdf
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LRWA Riparian Site Visits 
By Linda Fawcett

I want to share about my recent FREE and informative riparian 
visit by LRWA representatives: Tyson Broad and Scott Richardson.  

I have 75 acres west of Junction (North Llano) with about 35 acres of it in 
the riparian corridor. We walked the land along the river with Tyson making 
general suggestions and Scott 
acting as the expert on plant 
identification. I received 
complimentary seed and 
pertinent manuals and 
proceeded to learn about a 
number of low-cost 
improvements I could make to 
my riparian management, 
including berms to slow down 
runoff to mitigate bank erosion, 
low-cost or found-object ways to protect my new tree growth from deer and 
hogs, and even managed to (within a few days after the visit) to procure 
some transplants of long-rooted vegetation to plant along the banks (good 
LRWA networking!). Also, I learned what existing practices I should 
maintain. Two hours passed quickly because of the easy conversation and 
how fascinating it all was. Tyson took notes as we went and within 48 hours 
sent me them, much appreciated so I wouldn’t forget something I wanted to 
do. 

Although not new to the area and my inherited land, I am new to its full-
time management having recently retired to Junction. I have so much to 
learn and it was amazing how helpful this FREE service was!! Protection of 
our watershed and waterways here in the Hill Country is becoming more 
important and unfortunately more problematic every year with increased 
population and the effects of climate change, so I say DON’T MISS this 
free service!
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Sign up for a Riparian Site Visit 

Does your riparian area look like this? 

The Llano River Watershed Alliance has begun offering on-site technical 
consultation to assist landowners whose riparian areas need some 
assistance returning to their properly functioning condition. 

During these visits, we will help landowners identify areas where Best 
Management Practices could be employed to increase vegetative growth 
and reduce erosion, allowing the riparian area to trap sediment, store 
more water, and provide shade to improve habitat for aquatic species.

There is no charge for this consultation or for the plantings, 
which will delivered in the fall. 

If you are interested in this opportunity, please contact 
southllanoriver@gmail.com.

Photo: Ryan McGillicuddy, Texas Parks 
and Wildlife

mailto:southllanoriver@gmail.com
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The Alliance is once again participating in Texas Parks and Wildlife’s Heathy 
Creeks Initiative to combat invasive Arundo Donax or Giant Cane. This 

program provides treatment of this invasive at no cost to the landowner. 
The Alliance began participation in the program last year and several patches 

were able to be mapped and treated, despite the pandemic.

This year we hope to have more patches treated.

If you are interested in having your Arundo treated, contact the Alliance at 
southllanoriver@gmail.com

Arundo Time Again

https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/aquatic-invasives/healthy-creeks.phtml
https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/water/aquatic-invasives/healthy-creeks.phtml
mailto:southllanoriver@gmail.com
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By Stanley Miller 

A thistle that is destroying ranches is the distaff thistle.  It spreads slowly but 
becomes a solid stand and you can’t walk through it, and eventually no grass grows 
beneath it.  I have had a life time experience with it and after twenty years have 
eliminated it . 
In most write ups it 
has a small yellow 
flower, but it is often 
a white flower.   

If it is not sprayed 
with weed killer  
when small stands 
are noticed, it will 
spread over deep and 
thin soils and 
become too much to 
overcome since unlike 
mesquites, pear, cedar and most invaders, it must be treated every year to stop it 
from spreading.    Evidently the seed is very viable because  after years of spraying 

a small stand,  the stand was suddenly  eliminated.  It is 
easier to find in the spring and you have several weeks 
before the seeds matured.  When you get down to one 
or two here and there, pull them up and put them in a 
sack and burn them. 

Editor’s Note: Texas Invasives Database also mentions the 
importance of controlling the spread of seeds, as they can 
be viable for up to 10 years. Plants can be cut just below 
the soil and removed from the field prior to flowering. 
Mowing can be effective if done just before flowering, 
unless the soil moisture is high.

New Invasive on the Radar

https://texasinvasives.org/plant_database/detail.php?symbol=CALA20
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Laws to Provide Additional Protections for 
Llano River Fail in  Legislative Session

Two pieces of legislation that would have provided additional protections for the 
Llano River both failed to receive a full vote during the recently concluded 87th 
Texas Legislative session. HB 4146, by Representative Tracy King of Uvalde, 
would have prohibited wastewater discharges by non-municipalities into the few 
remaining (40 out of over 10,000) remaining pristine river segments of Texas, 

including the Llano. The 
bill passed the House by 
an 82-61 vote, but never 
received a hearing in the 
Senate.

HB 2426, by 
Representative Andy Murr 
of Junction, would have 
prohibited the 
construction or expansion 
of quarries located within 
1,500 feet of the North 
and South Llano rivers 
unless operators satisfied 
requirements to prevent 
erosion, siltation, and 

runoff to the waterway. The legislation, which would have designated the North 
and South Llano as the Coke Stevenson Scenic Riverway, never received a vote 
from the House Natural Resources Committee as it was opposed by the Texas 
Aggregate and Concrete Association, even though there are no existing quarries 
affected by the legislation.

The Llano River Watershed Alliance presented public testimony at the Capitol in 
support of both pieces of legislation.

https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=87R&Bill=HB4146
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=87R&Bill=HB2426
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Alliance Welcomes New Board Member

Linda Fawcett is a recent retiree now living full time with brother Tommy at her ranch 
10 miles west of Junction on the North Llano, but is not new to the area. Her 
memories of the town of Junction date back at least to the 1960s (Barker’s Grocery 
Store and TJ Moore Lumber, for instance, and Isaac’s of course)! 
Having purchased land on the North Llano in 1960, in 1973, Linda’s parents, John 
and Floreine Fawcett, moved to Junction (from 
Dallas) with their son Tommy, while Linda went 
off to college. Linda would graduate with a BFA 
(1977) from Texas Tech and then her terminal 
degree, an MFA, from North Texas State 
University (now the University of NT) in 1980.
Fawcett then began her 40-year teaching career 
with Hardin-Simmons University 1981- Spring 
2020, teaching mostly Painting, Drawing, 
Illustration, and Art History before retiring as 
Professor of Art Emerita, occasionally still 
teaching art history online. Biennially 1997 -2018, 
Fawcett also led art study tours to various places 
in Europe with exclusive emphasis on Florence, 
Italy as a hub since 2013.
Besides teaching, Fawcett has of course been a 
practicing visual artist all her life, with a career 
record of 70 regional and national juried 
exhibitions (winning special awards in 25 of them), 15 solo exhibitions, and over 50 
invitational group shows. 
What concerns Fawcett today, both in life and art, are the effects of climate change 
on a broad scale, and closer to home, doing what she can to responsibly preserve 
and manage her land and hopefully contribute to the local community her ever-
expanding knowledge base (she admits she still has a lot to learn!). Fawcett is also 
a Master Gardener and member of the Hill Country Master Gardeners, with special 
interests in eating out of her garden (augmented by the local Farmer’s Market!) and 
rainwater collection. Fawcett is looking forward to serving on the board of LRWA 
because she believes that WATER and care of our rivers and aquifers are major 
concerns of our present era.
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New Study Examines Reduced Inflows to 
Highland Lakes

The Texas Water Journal, a publication of the Texas Water Resources 
Institute, recently published Runoff Inflow Volumes to the Highland 
Lakes in Central 
Texas by hydrologist 
Raymond Slade, Jr. 
The article examines 
the causes of 
reduced inflow into 
the Highland Lakes 
from 1942-2013.
 While much of the 
the reduced inflows 
obviously result from the increase in the number of upstream 
reservoirs, Llano readers will be interested to learn that some of the 

reduced flows result 
from increased 
evapotranspiration 
from land surfaces 
and stream channels. 
The report also 
examines how 
climatic indices can 
be used to help 
predict both wet and 
dry periods within 
the basin.

Next Newsletter - July 22

https://twj.media/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Slade.opt_.pdf
https://twj.media/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Slade.opt_.pdf
https://twj.media/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Slade.opt_.pdf
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