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WATERSHED 
WEEK IN 
REVIEW

Photo : Kenny Braun

 Did You Have a Conservation 
Practice Damaged by the 

Storm Last Month?

Riparian 
Vegetation 

Temple, Texas, Feb. 24, 2021 — In response to the 
winter storms that hit Texas in February 2021, the 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) is offering farmers and ranchers technical and 
financial assistance to repair and replace certain 
damaged conservation practices.

NRCS is accepting applications for its Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) for the recovery 
measures listed below:

• Animal Mortality and Animal Mortality Facility
• High Tunnel Systems
• Irrigation System and Irrigation Pipeline
• Livestock Pipeline
• Obstruction Removal
• Pumping Plant
• Roofs and Covers
• Waste Storage Facility
• Water Well
• Watering facility

Applications for 2021 winter storm recovery funding must be 
submitted by one of three deadlines: March 5, March 19, or April 
2, 2021. After each deadline, applications will be ranked and 
approved as soon as possible so conservation work can begin. 
Contact your local NRCS Office. more detail

We spent some much-
needed time down by the 

river in the sunshine. 
Highly Recommended.

It appears that the 
willows and native grasses 
along the banks in Llano 

survived the winter 
storm.

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/tx/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD1746021
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More on Winter Storm and Axis Deer

By Wes Ferguson 
Texas Monthly

Exotic species brought to 
Texas from Africa and Asia 

fared poorly in freezing 
temperatures.

The spotted fawn was 
leaning against the screen 
door of Daniel 
Oppenheimer’s back 
porch near Luckenbach. 
Oppenheimer found it 
when he ventured outside 
on the first morning of last week’s record freeze. The fawn had died in 
the night.

Oppenheimer’s power, water, and Internet would not be restored for 
several days. With little else to do, he wandered the land with his dog. 
He counted thirteen more deer that week. They died under Ashe 
juniper trees, in a barn, under a carport, in wide-open fields. All were 
axis, a white-spotted deer species native to the Indian subcontinent. “It 
was awful watching these animals fall apart over several days,” said 
Oppenheimer, who works for the Hill Country Alliance, a conservation 
group.

Introduced to Texas about eighty years ago, axis deer do not handle 
freezing temperatures well. Neither do many of the exotic antelope, 
bovines, and other kinds of deer that roam swaths of Texas, the 
epicenter of the nation’s exotic game industry. The state is home to 
approximately 130 species of so-called Texotics…

Read more from Texas Monthly

Photo: Wolfgang Kaehler/Alamy

https://www.texasmonthly.com/travel/exotic-species-texas-winter-storm/
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LCRA Issues Highland Lakes Dredging 
Moratorium

AUSTIN, Texas – The Lower Colorado River Authority Board of Directors on 
Wednesday adopted a one-year moratorium prohibiting commercial dredging on 
the Highland Lakes.

LCRA’s Highland Lakes Watershed Ordinance, which is designed to protect 
water quality, addresses non-commercial dredging related to projects such as 
retaining walls, shore stabilization and boat docks and marinas, but does not 
address large-scale commercial dredging activities that take sand and 
gravel from a lake for processing and sale. The Board determined that 
new rules are necessary to address commercial dredging projects and 
their potential impact on water quality, aquatic life and public safety on 

the lakes. 

During the moratorium, 
LCRA will not accept new 
applications, review 
pending applications or 
issue permits for 
commercial dredging.

LCRA has cancelled a 
March 10 public meeting on a permit application for a commercial dredging 
operation filed by Collier Materials, Inc. The application, which requested 
permission to dredge and remove sand from Lake LBJ, has been returned to the 
applicant.

Over the next year, LCRA will review potential water quality impacts of 
commercial dredging, coordinate with other entities, and conduct a robust public 
and stakeholder input process. Before the end of the moratorium, LCRA staff will 
report to the LCRA Board of Directors and either make a recommendation related 
to regulations on commercial dredging, or request additional time to propose an 
effective recommendation.
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City of Junction gets Texas Water 
Development Board Assistance

Press Release Texas Water Development Board

AUSTIN – (February 25, 2021) – The Texas Water Development Board 
(TWDB) today approved by resolution financial assistance in the 
amount of $5,026,000, consisting of $2,513,000 in financing and 

$2,513,000 in grant funding, to the City of Junction (Kimble County). 
The City will use the assistance from the Flood Infrastructure Fund 
(FIF) for planning, design, and construction of flood mitigation 

projects.

In addition to the grant funding, the City could save approximately 
$1,800,000 over the life of the loans by using the FIF program.

With the assistance approved today, the City will construct a raw water 
intake infiltration system at its water treatment plant to reduce 

susceptibility to damage from future flood events. It will also repair the 
Lake Junction dam and install mitigation measures to prevent future 

catastrophic failure of the dam.

The approved projects are eligible for FIF funding under category 2 of 
the 2020 Flood Intended Use Plan. This category was designated for 

planning, acquisition, design, and construction activities to implement 
flood mitigation projects.

Passed by the 86th Texas Legislature and approved by voters through a 
constitutional amendment in 2019, FIF was created to provide funding 

for drainage, flood mitigation, and flood control projects.

The TWDB is the state agency charged with collecting and 
disseminating water-related data, assisting with regional water and flood 

planning, and preparing the state water and flood plans. The TWDB 
administers cost-effective financial assistance programs for the 

construction of water supply, wastewater treatment, flood control, and 
agricultural water conservation projects.
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